The author, a social and economic historian, studies the contribution made by the general voluntary hospitals of Britain to the health of the community up to the Public Health Act of 1875. They date from the early eighteenth century, being a direct result of a philanthropic movement inspired by the Enlightenment. First of all, the political and economic motives behind this process are examined, and the work then focuses upon the patient, and administrative matters such as staffing and admissions as they concerned him, are first dealt with. Looking more closely, three factors that determined the hospital patient's survival are identified and analysed: the policy concerning the admission or non-admission of patients suffering from fever; the amount of surgery practised and its varieties; the incidence of diseases specific to hospitals, such as hospital fever, hospital gangrene and others, which were especially rife in the period 1800 to the late 1860s when Lister's principles were becoming known. From these considerations Mr. Woodward contends that, contrary to the usual opinion, the voluntary hospitals in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
